Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listin£ of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) An ecofriendly process for acylation of an alkylated benzene 
derivative, derivativ e s pr e f e rably wherein the process has increased selectivity towards at 
para position, and wherein the said-process comprising comprises the steps of: 

(a) reacting the alkylated benzene derivative d e rivativ e s with an acylating agent such a s 

chloride or anhydrid e of carboxyhc acid or its homologu e s ossontially and 
s e l e ctiv e ly in the presence of a solvent comprising a compound selected from the 
group consisting of nitrobenzene, dichlorobenzene, dimethylsulfolane, and 
benzonitrile, or mixtur e s th e r e of and a crystalline alumino silicate catalyst having 
general formula: 

M2/nO.Al203.X Si02.wH20 

wherein M is at least one of an alkali cation, a nd/ef a rare earth catio n, and a e? proton, 
wherein a Si/Al ratio is in the range of 5.5 to 20, wherein a aftd-fee-weight 
percentage of the at least one of the alkaU and^r lanthanide cation is in the range 
of 10 to 30; 

wherein the step of reacting is performed at temperature in the range of 80° to 140°C for a 
tim e p e riod in the range of 5 to 25 hours; 

(b) separating the solid catalyst from the reaction mixture of step (a), and 

(c) separating the acylated alkyl benzene derivative from the mixture of step (b). 

2. (Original) A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the alkylated benzene derivative is 
isobutylbenzene. 

3. (Original) A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the acylated alkyl benzene derivative 
is isobutylacetophenone. 
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4. (Currently amended) A process as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the acylated alkyl benzene 
derivative is preferably /?-isobutylacetophenone. 

5. (Currently amended) A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the crystalline alumino- 
silicate catalyst used is selected from the group consisting of zeolite- Y and Zeolite-j8. 

6. (Currently amended) A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the crystalline alumino- 
silicate catalyst is pr e f e rably modified using rare earth cations. 

7. (Currently amended) A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the crystalline alumino- 
silicate catalyst is modified using at least one of lanthanum and/er cerium in the range of 
10 to 30% by weight. 

8. (Currently amended) A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the acylating agent is 
pr e ferably acetic anhydride. 

9. (Original) A process as claimed in claim 1 wherein in step (a), the alkylated benzene 
d e rivativ e s derivative is are reacted with acylating agent at atmospheric conditions. 

10. (Currently amended) A process as claimed in claim 1 wherein in step (a), the alkylated 
benzene d e rivativ e s derivative is are reacted with acylating agent at temperature in the 
range of 100° to 140°C and pref e rably at temp e rature in the rongo of 100^ to 120^ G. 

1 1 . (Original) A process as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the soHd catalyst separated in step (b) 
is regenerated for re-use. 

12. (Original) A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein a fee conversion weight percent of 
alkylated benzene derivatives is in the range of 5 to 40 %. 

13. (Currently amended) A process as claimed in claim 1, wherein the p e rc e ntag e selectivity 
towards para position is in the range of 70 to 100%. 
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